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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cov rshe t with the correspondence address 
Period f r Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 7-20 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see amendment, filed 1 1/4/03, with respect to the 
rejection(s)of claim(s) 1-20 under Dunsmuir et al (US 5,638,522) have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view 
of Dunsmuir et al and Bogdan (US 5,903,265). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 7-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dunsmuir et al (US 5,638,522) and Bogdan (US 5,903,265). 

Claim 1 : 

Dunsmuir discloses a method of signaling that an event has occurred. An 
application program (col. 3, lines 14-25; col. 5, lines 17-24; col. 25, lines 5-20) 
requests a display attribute (col. 18, lines 11-40; col. 19, lines 36-42) for an event 
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object (col. 18, lines 41-44) to be displayed on a display screen, including an event 
type (col. 16, lines 59-65) corresponding to the event object (abstract). In 
response to the request, indexing a table with the event type and a screen 
capability flag to obtain the display attributes, wherein the table is located 
externally of the application program and has a plurality of display attribute lists 
having a display attribute corresponding to each event type (col. 3, lines 25-32; 
col. 12, lines 49-62; figs. 10-12, 18; col. 18, lines 15-22; col. 26, lines 38-40). 
The application program displays the event objects on the display screen with the 
display attributes, wherein a user of the computer system is signaled that an event 
has occurred (col. 2, lines 15-27; col. 5, lines 17-24; col. 19, lines 36-42; col. 22, 
lines 24-48; col. 23, lines 8-15). Dunsmuir teaches indexing a table with events 
and screen flags to obtain display attributes and. Dunsmuir also teaches external 
events and a plurality of display attributes, but it does not teach that the table is 
located externally of the application program. However, Bogdan discloses an 
operating system that allows a user to customize window elements provided by the 
operating system. The window elements may be used by the operating system as 
well as application programs that are run on the operating system (abstract; col. 2, 
lines 23-37, 59-65). The invention enables the user to obtain resources outside 
the application to get the display attributes (col. 3, lines 3-9, 33-45; col. 4, lines 
10-13, 32-34, 52-60; col. 5, lines 39-45; col. 6, lines 48-67; col. 7, lines 1-17). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include Bogdan's teaching of getting attributes 
from an external table because the system provides a centralized sourcing of 
needed data. 
Claims 2 and 16: 

See claim 1 . Dunsmuir teaches setting display attributes in a graphical user 
interface (table) such that the display attribute conveys a particular meaning to the 
user (col. 5, lines 17-24; col. 18, lines 12-67; col. 19, lines 1-22, 36-42; col. 22, 
lines 24-48; col. 23, lines 8-15; col. 25, lines 5-20). 
Claims 3 and 1 7: 

Dunsmuir teaches color as a display attribute (col. 19, lines 36-41; col. 23, 
lines 8-15). 

Claim 7: — - - — — - ^ • 

Dunsmuir teaches changing of display attributes (abstract; col. 19, lines 36- 

42). 

Claim 8: 

Dunsmuir teaches that the user is enabled to change display attributes 
(abstract; col. 20, lines 30-33; col. 22, lines 19-48; col. 25, lines 5-20). 
Claim 9: 

Dunsmuir teaches a table residing in the operating system of the computer 
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(col. 16, lines 53-65; fig. 10). 
Claim 10: 

See claims 1 and 9. Dunsmuir teaches in fig. 10 an event system 240 
having a schedule manager 242 that includes a program grid 244 and, a dispatcher 
258. In response to events and conditions listed in the grid, the schedule manager 
carries out associated actions 266 that are also defined in the grid (col. 16, lines 
53-65; fig. 10). The schedule manager grid displays (after accessing a screen 
capability flag) graphic icons representing events, conditions, actions, etc., (col. 
18, lines 11-44). 
Claims 1 1 and 13-15: 

See claim 1 . Dunsmuir teaches that although computer 32 is illustrated as a 
desktop unit, a relatively smaller notebook size computer (portable, palmtop, 
palmsize) can also be used (col. 9, lines 52-54). 
Claims 12: 

See claim 1 . Dunsmuir teaches a processor coupled to a bus, a display 
screen, a memory unit coupled to the bus and having instructions that when 
executed by the processor implement a method of signaling that an event has 
occurred; and an application program requesting display attributes for an event 
object to be displayed (col. 3, lines 60-67; col. 4, lines 20-34; col. 9, lines 30-54; 
col. 31, lines 1-6; fig. 1). 
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Claims 18 and 19: 

See claims 1 and 1 1 . Dunsmuir teaches events external to the computer 
system that trigger a call by the application program to request the display attribute 
for the event object. An example of these external events is the events and 
conditions relating to stock prices, other parameters of the companies represented 
by the stock shares, and changes in stock indexes (col. 28, lines 30-59). 

4. Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dunsmuir/Bogdan in view of Dev et al (US 6,374,293 B1). 

Claims 4-6: 

Dunsmuir teaches condition symbols that represent a different condition that 
must be satisfied and event symbols that represent events that might occur but 
fails to teach display attributes that convey a particular meaning such as warning, 
caution, and good status. However, Dev discloses a network management system 
having inference handlers that are triggered by predetermined virtual network 
events such as change in specified network data in a model (software object, 
multifunction icon), predefined events or changes in models or model relations. An 
alarm condition is generated when the network data meets predetermined criteria. 
The network management system provides location views; figs. 7A-7C illustrate a 
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location view having a map 300 with network locations indicated by icons 302 
(7A) including a name label indicating a network location; the color of the circle 
306 indicates a status of that location. For example, green may indicate a normal 
status, whereas red may indicate a fault or trouble status (warning), (col. 2, lines 
54-67; col. 6, lines 22-29; col. 12, lines 39-47). Dev teaches a multifunction icon 
400 (fig. 9) that includes bar graphs 406 and 408 for indicating performance 
parameters, a background area 414 for representing the status of the network 
device by different colors, etc., (col. 14, lines 13-22). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Dunsmuir/Bogdan's invention to include Dev's method of displaying 
status information using different colors for different meanings (situations, 
locations, conditions, actions, status, events, alarms, tasks, etc.) because the user 
is visually and dynamically informed of the state of a device (element, icon, etc.) so 
that he can act accordingly. 

5. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dunsmuir/Bogdan in view of Blair et al (US 6,11 1,572). 

Claim 20: 

Dunsmuir/Bogdan does not teach that the event external to the computer 
system is the computer entering a certain geographic location. However, Blair 
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discloses a graphic calendar display method for use in displaying locale-sensitive 
information such as local holidays (col. 1, lines 1-4). The method displays a 
graphical representation of a calendar that adapts its display to the conventions of 
the locale in which it is being run (col. 2, lines 21-24; col. 6, lines 1-21). In a 
runtime operation, a representation of a first calendar is displayed with a first set of 
holiday objects; upon a given action, the method then automatically displays a 
representation of a second calendar with a second set of holiday objects. The first 
and second set of holiday objects may be displayed in different ways, such as 
different colors, so that the user may readily identify the differences between the 
two sets (col. 2, lines 42-61). Thus, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify Dunsmuir/Bogdan's 
invention to include Blair's local-sensitive method of displaying information 
according to the locale in which the computer is located because as Blair says, 
many organizations have computers connected in a large geographically-dispersed 
network environment that are managed in a distributed manner; managed nodes are 
often located across national boundaries and the multinational companies that 
operate such networks must deal with scheduling administrative events in these 
different locales; therefore, it may be necessary to distribute programs or display 
information that has to be presented in a culturally correct format. 
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Conclusion 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to X L Bautista whose telephone number is (703) 
305-3921. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (8:00-18:00) Fridays 
Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John W Cabeca can be reached on (703) 308-31 16. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 746-7239. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
305-3900. / / Al/j^Ji 
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